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= Rt The Winter 2026 Kentucky Woodlands
e 1|  Newsletter is now available. Learn more
about the successes of the 2025 Fall
Conference and Membership Meeting,
get to know the new KWOA Board
Members, and more!

Read the Newsletter

2025 Fall Conference and Membership Meeting
by Portia Brawn

KWOA's 2025 Fall Canference and Membership Mealing combined educalional enrichment and
fellowship. The sducational segments also showcased KWOA' lagacy of faciltation through
partnerships and advocacy, highlighting the significance of collaborative efforts among
organizations with shared interasts. We came away with a profound sensa of a larger picturs
unfolding in our woodiands.

W are so very grateful to our parinars. Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) provided a presentation on
i b i ? KY Farmland Transition Iniiative. Taylor Tompson, KFB Commodily Merksting Specialist, offered
4 <l valuabl insights into wood products as part of the broader agricultural context, UK Forestry and
by ohiaEr .y Natural Rasources Extansion, KY Division of Forastry, and KY Division of Fish and Wildiita also
Tiw R ¥ deliverad outstanding presentations.

We extand our gratituds to KWOA directors and membiers who playsd a pivotal role in the
successiul event. Doug MeLaren, as the Master of Ceremonies, skilfully orchestrated the
Woedland Quiz. Scoft Taylor crafled engaging questions for the breakout sessions, while Harry and Karen Pelle organized
an excaptional silent auction. Frank Hicks handied ragistration and chairad the nominating committss, with help from Jack
Stickney and Jack Rentz. Former directer Walt Rybka designed and crafled the beautiful wooden plagues for the KWOA
Friends of Forestry Awards. Members Bill Harned and Ghris Will also contributed their professional expertise.

The nominations committas prasantad & slate of candidates, which was unanimously approved to serve thras-yaar tarms
(2026-2028) on the board of directors. Frank Hicks, Doug MeLaren, Harry Pelle, Jack Rentz, Jerry Schneider, and Jaif
Stringer were re-alacted. Long time member, Mike Devoto, was elacted to serva in the West Region
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News Items of Interest

Harlan County Farm Bureau Program
Earns National Spotlight

The American Farm Bureau Federation will honor
24 counties at its 107th Convention in Anaheim,
California, Jan. 9-14. From Kentucky, Harlan
County Farm Bureau's County-Wide Ag_and
Forestry Field Week has earned the spotlight by
promoting ag and forestry careers by hosting a field
day showcasing educational opportunities in these
fields. Congratulations to Harlan County Farm
Bureau!

Read More



https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/newsletter
https://www.kwoa.net/newsletter
https://www.kwoa.net/post/winter-2026-kentucky-woodlands-newsletter
https://www.kyfb.com/harlan/county-corner/harlan-county-farm-county-sponsors-forestry-days-field-trip-for-local-students/
https://www.kyfb.com/harlan/county-corner/harlan-county-farm-county-sponsors-forestry-days-field-trip-for-local-students/
https://www.kyfb.com/harlan/county-corner/harlan-county-farm-county-sponsors-forestry-days-field-trip-for-local-students/
https://www.fb.org/news-release/local-farm-bureau-programs-earn-national-spotlight

KNLT Celebrating
100 Square Miles Protected

Kentucky Natural Lands Trust wrapped up our 30th
year completing two important land conservation

100 Square Niles

projects that take us over 64,000 acres of Wildlands Protected
safeguarded — that is 100 square miles of wildlands

protected! This milestone was made possible by KENTUCKLIR,
the power of partnership, which is foundational in &RUST

KNLT’s wildlands conservation successes.

Read More
Kentucky Leopold Conservation Award /2026 KENTUCKY LEOPOLD CONSERVATION'AWARD
Seeks Applicants y - SEEKlN NOMlNEES/&

Applications are now being accepted for the 2026
Kentucky Leopold Conservation Award. The
deadline to apply is Tuesday, March 31.

m/nulym

Learn More & Nominate

Killer Fungi Targets Beetle Destroying
American Forests

Emerald ash borers have carved a deadly path
through North America’s ash trees, leaving
foresters with few practical options at large scales.
Now, scientists in Minnesota have uncovered an
unexpected ally already living in those forests:
native fungi that can rapidly kill the invasive
beetles.

Learn More

Upcoming Events & Learning Opportunities

l
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Kentucky Conservation Committee
Legislative Summit 2026

An environmental conference
on issues of statewide importance

ol

Kentucky Conservation Committee Legislative Summit 2026
Sunday, January 25, 2026, 1 PM-5 PM
KSU Extension Building Room 238
Learn More

KCC is a valued partner of KWOA. KCC will keep us informed as forestry issues come up
and the summit is an overview of all issues that the legislature may address.

-

Free Tax Education Webinar
January 29, 2:00 — 3:30 pm ET

Join Ruby Ward, Utah State University, and Adam
Kantrovich, Clemson University, for a presentation on
Demystifying Tax Records. They will discuss general
information on 1) how long to keep records for tax
purposes, 2) what information is needed, and 3) when
and what information a tax professional will require.

B TAXPAYER EDUCATION WEBINARS
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Register Here

Maple Sector Energy Efficiencies Webinar - Free!
Thursday, January 29, 2026, 6:00 PM- 7:00 PM

Join CCE Columbia-Greene, Adam Wild, Cornell Maple Program, Ryan Staychok,
Environment/Natural Resources Educator for Cayuga, Schuyler, and Seneca CCE and Maple
Producer, along with Ag Energy to learn Energy Efficiencies for Maple Production. Whether
you're a small operation or large producer, this webinar is for you! Get informed on equipment
upgrades, and recommendations for maple energy efficiency. Hear from a maple producer who
successfully implemented custom modifications.

Register Here
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Kentucky Prescribed Fire Council:

Controlled Burn Workshops co“THOI'I'En B“n“
. WORKSHOP

For the spring of 2026, the KPFC currently has 3 Crew >

Member Training planned: 3 T AN

« February 7: Hardin County UK Extension Office Eans S WY e

« March 7: Christian County UK Extension Office > Kentu

« April 10: Rockcastle County UK Extension Office @iERESCHIGED]FIREICOUNGIE
Learn More

Dishin' the Dirt: Student Opportunities

Join NRCS Chief Aubrey J.D. Bettencourt as she “Dishes the
Dirt” on how the agency offers a wide range of opportunities
for students and volunteers to get involved — connecting
classroom knowledge with real-world training opportunities. T

From higher education partnerships, the Pathways Internship AUBREY BETTENCOURT
Program, and the Earth Team Volunteer Program, students

have a number of opportunities to gain experience in the field.

Through these programs and more, we are working ensure

that NRCS continues to provide science-based, innovative

solutions to put our farmers first.

Watch Now

*'From the Woods Today": Wednesdays at 11 a.m. ET. You can
watch via Zoom or Facebook Live Links to live shows are posted just before
the show. Join live or watch recorded shows later at the website at

www.fromthewoodstoday.com

Yale Forestry Forum online series returns Tuesdays, 12:00-1:00 p.m. U.S. EST, January 13 —
April 26 with From Timber to Tomorrow: Old Challenges, New Pressures, Changing Paradigms
Register. More information is available on the YFF website.
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¢ UK Forestry and Natural Resources Cooperative Extension offers a wealth of helpful
publications and programming; learn more https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/extension. Also find
your county office and them know you are interested in forestry related programs.

Planning a Harvest?

A Kentucky Master Logger must be on-site and in charge of every commercial logging operation
(excluding horse loggers). Kentucky's best management practices must be used in every
commercial logging operation (including horse loggers). Best to Check Out These Resources:
Kentucky Master Logger Program: masterlogger.ca.uky.edu

Kentucky Division of Forestry: forestry.ky.gov

Bad Actor Information & List: masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/bad-actor-information

Kentucky Association of Consulting Foresters: KYACF.org

Just so you know...

If you haven't already joined the KWOA network,_click here to join.

KWOA members receive a 10% discount at Forestry Suppliers. Get the code when you
join! Note the code is on your emailed receipt when you join or renew online.

You can share our news! See the links at the bottom of this message.

You can always contact us; send a message to info@kwoa.net with questions, ) “r’*
suggestions, news, or to volunteer. b

Growing Forests for Our Future! KWOA volunteers work year-round providing
opportunities that benefit Kentucky's woodland owners and contribute to sustainable
forestry.

KWOA Mission
“Bringing people and woodland sustainability together”

Contact Us
Kentucky Woodland
Owners Association
P.0.Box 1201 ( N
Frankfort, KY 40602 77

info@kwoa.net
www.kwoa.net K W o A
f Share This Email Y Share This Email in Share This Email @ Share This Email



https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/extension
https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/extension
https://masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/
http://www.forestry.ky.gov/
https://masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/bad-actor-information
http://kyacf.org/
https://www.kwoa.net/join
https://www.forestry-suppliers.com/
mailto:info@kwoa.net?subject=Member%20Message
https://www.kwoa.net/contact-us.html
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
mailto:info@kwoa.net
http://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=KWOA+Wood+Post+January+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=KWOA+Wood+Post+January+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=KWOA+Wood+Post+January+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
mailto:?subject=KWOA%20Wood%20Post%20January%202026&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
mailto:?subject=KWOA%20Wood%20Post%20January%202026&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
mailto:?subject=KWOA%20Wood%20Post%20January%202026&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809

Kentucky Woodland Owners Association/Foundation | P.O.Box 1201 | Frankfort, KY 40602 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

O“ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=e38730e3-92a2-4965-98c6-ba2d6ea65809

