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News Items of Interest

Kentucky Leopold Conservation Award /2026 KENTUCKY opoLD CONSERVATIONAWARD
Seeks Applicants

Applications are now being accepted for the 2026
Kentucky Leopold Conservation Award. The
deadline to apply is Tuesday, March 31.

Learn More & Nominate

Kentucky Natural Resources Conservation Service
Releases Cut-off Dates for ACEP - ALE

- USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Kentucky reminds property owners
: #-'_ of funding available for conservation easements to protect working ag lands, through the
. Agricultural Conservation Easement Program — Agricultural Land Easements (ACEP-ALE).

it R

" - Applications for ACEP-ALE that meet eligibility and ranking criteria and that are received ~~, :
T by March 31, will be considered for the second round of fiscal year 2026 funding. T
i-,,‘.‘,‘,-,'i,-_;ﬁ’:g Read More ?

Support HB 552
An Update from the Kentucky Resources Council

This bill undoes the harm of last session’s SB 89, which stripped away the long-standing
definition of “waters of the Commonwealth,” limiting state protections against pollution to only
those waters that are defined as “navigable waters,” or “waters of the United States,” under the
federal Clean Water Act. Although the final version of SB 89 clawed back protection for a small
subset of state waters — sinkholes with open throat drains, certain springs, and wellhead
protection areas — the law removed protections for critical groundwater sources and headwater
streams that sustain our communities, farms, and ecosystems.

Leave a message for House leadership to support HB 552 and restore protections for all
of Kentucky's waters, including the groundwater sources and headwater streams that
sustain our communities, farms, and ecosystems.



https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://sandcountyfoundation.org/news/2025/kentucky-leopold-conservation-award-seeks-applicants
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/40a2ea1

Read KRC's fact sheets and learn more about the impacts of SB 89 here.

ASHLEY HOFFMAN ON HB 496

A Message from Ashley Hoffman on HB 496
What kind of childhood do we want for Kentucky’s children?

In a recent op-ed, Ashley Hoffman, Executive Director of KAEE, reflects on the outdoor
experiences many of us remember and what today’s children may be missing. With increased
screen time and fewer opportunities for unstructured outdoor play, families across the
Commonwealth are seeking learning environments that foster curiosity, resilience, and
connection to the natural world.

Nature based and forest schools are growing in interest across Kentucky. However, many of e AN
these programs face barriers to licensure, limiting access for working families who need full-day
care options.

House Bill 496 would create a clear and appropriate pathway for nature-based early childhood |
programs to pursue childcare licensure. Read more. ;

Tending Your Forest
A Guide to Ecological Forest Stewardship
in the Eastern and Central United States

Available March 17, Tending Your Forest focuses
on helping landowners reach their goals and
sustain public benefits using the principles of

ecological forestry. A GUIDE TO ECOLOGICAL

FOREST S
in the Easterr

The book also includes case studies of forest
landowners across the region that demonstrate the
practice of ecological forestry.

¥

Learn More About Tending_Your Forest : 3. pun cannzaige

& Pre_order . 3 : ANTHON‘ID'AMA‘I:?}S i



https://kyrc.org/house-version-of-kentuckys-dirty-water-act-doesnt-plug-holes-senate-bill-89-creates-in-protection-of-kentuckys-water-resources/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/26rs/hb496.html
https://kaee.org/so/f7Pnk8pmm
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/paul-catanzaro/tending-your-forest/9781635868586/
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/paul-catanzaro/tending-your-forest/9781635868586/

Harlan County Farm Bureau Program
Earns National Spotlight

The American Farm Bureau Federation will honor
24 counties at its 107th Convention in Anaheim,
California, Jan. 9-14. From Kentucky, Harlan
County Farm Bureau's County-Wide Ag_and
Forestry Field Week has earned the spotlight by
promoting ag and forestry careers by hosting a field
day showcasing educational opportunities in these
fields. Congratulations to Harlan County Farm
Bureau!

Read More

Upcoming Events & Learning Opportunities

The Regenerative Pilot Program and Technical
Service Providers Webinar

Providers

Join Here next Thursday for a one-hour presentation on the
USDA NRCS Regenerative Pilot Program (RPP) and
Technical Service Providers (TSPs), aimed at providing an
overview on how technical professionals may assist with RPP
as an NRCS-Certified TSP, helping farmers, ranchers, and
forest landowners help the land.

For more information on the USDA NRCS Technical
Service Provider Program, please visit the TSP page.

Kentucky Prescribed Fire Council:

Controlled Burn Workshops CONTROLLED BURN
WORKSHOP

Member Training planned: e

e March 7: Christian County UK Extension Office @ ‘ ’ \
« April 10: Rockcastle County UK Extension Office KNentuckyi

J
>~ PRESCRIBED FIRE COUNCIL

For the spring of 2026, the KPFC currently has 2 Crew

Learn More



https://www.kyfb.com/harlan/county-corner/harlan-county-farm-county-sponsors-forestry-days-field-trip-for-local-students/
https://www.kyfb.com/harlan/county-corner/harlan-county-farm-county-sponsors-forestry-days-field-trip-for-local-students/
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https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_NWU1MmIzN2EtODQzZC00NWEwLTg1ODMtOGU4N2I1MzQ0OWEz%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257B%2522Tid%2522%253A%2522ed5b36e7-01ee-4ebc-867e-e03cfa0d4697%2522%252C%2522Oid%2522%253A%2522b4c28063-f732-4dd1-a264-59f2d1bd1c7b%2522%257D%26utm_campaign%3D022726wbinar%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=6184c75f-dee0-4d6f-b58b-b1821422ce40&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/technical-assistance/technical-service-providers
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/1uIBuX90LWcbxlrztfqbWpj0au2j1Grxr3U5jGLO2M8w/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/1UdG0DGrJpb8a2fifSYcPp30JTgHDF9VXbOVPXL0rWuE/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.kyfire.org/

Kentucky’s 130th Celebration of Kentucky

Kentucky Division of Forestry

Al“bOl" Day invite you to celebrate the
Kentucky State Capitol | April 3 | 10 AM LG U e D

at
The Kentucky State Capitol

700 Capital Ave
Frankfort, KY 40601

Join the Kentucky Division of Forestry in celebrating the Friday, April 3, 2026

role and importance of trees in our communities across A plaming 1 tolows

the Commonwealth with the reading of the governor’s T e omon o
Arbor Day Proclamation, a ceremonial tree planting, and

tree distribution. This event is open to the public and will

be held rain or shine. For more information, contact

Chris Wiedamann at cwiedamann@JKky.gov.

*'From the Woods Today": Wednesdays at 11 a.m. ET. You can
watch via Zoom or Facebook Live Links to live shows are posted just before
the show. Join live or watch recorded shows later at the website at
www.fromthewoodstoday.com

Yale Forestry Forum online series returns Tuesdays, 12:00-1:00 p.m. U.S. EST, January 13 —
April 26 with From Timber to Tomorrow: Old Challenges, New Pressures, Changing Paradigms
Register. More information is available on the YFF website.
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http://www.fromthewoodstoday.com/
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https://masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/bad-actor-information
http://kyacf.org/

Just so you know... l

If you haven't already joined the KWOA network,_click here to join.

- KWOA members receive a 10% discount at Forestry Suppliers. Get the code when you
= join! Note the code is on your emailed receipt when you join or renew online.

You can share our news! See the links at the bottom of this message.

You can always contact us; send a message to info@kwoa.net with questions,
suggestions, news, or to volunteer.

1
L]
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o Growing Forests for Our Future! KWOA volunteers work year-round providing
' opportunities that benefit Kentucky's woodland owners and contribute to sustainable
forestry.

g

1 B Kentucky Woodland

A _f Owners Association
e P.0.Box 1201 ; )
Frankfort, KY 40602 55N

info@kwoa.net

i www.kwoa.net K W o A
f Share This Email Y Share This Email in Share This Email @ Share This Email

Kentucky Woodland Owners Association/Foundation | P.O.Box 1201 | Frankfort, KY 40602 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

@ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!



https://www.kwoa.net/join
https://www.forestry-suppliers.com/
mailto:info@kwoa.net?subject=Member%20Message
https://www.kwoa.net/contact-us.html
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
mailto:info@kwoa.net
http://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.kwoa.net/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=KWOA+Wood+Post+February+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=KWOA+Wood+Post+February+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=KWOA+Wood+Post+February+2026%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
mailto:?subject=KWOA%20Wood%20Post%20February%202026&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
mailto:?subject=KWOA%20Wood%20Post%20February%202026&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
mailto:?subject=KWOA%20Wood%20Post%20February%202026&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1138709890979/e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=e7eb4244-3ee5-44b4-9eb1-621f64edd884

